
The Mamanwa and
Manobo are two
distinct ethnic groups
that reside and
traditionally manage
a portion of Mt.
Hilong-Hilong KBA
particularly in the
municipalities of
Santiago, Jabonga,
and Kitcharao, all in
Agusan del Norte,
Caraga region in
Mindanao.

The Case of the Binantazan  nga
Banwa / Binantajan nu Bubungan
ICCA of the Mamanwa-Manobo

Mt. Hilong- Hilong
Key Biodiversity Area

The Mamanwa-Manobo ancestral
domain spans the land area
between the mountain r idges
and shore of Lake Mainit (above
right) ,  providing a view of Mt.
Hilong-Hilong KBA. (Top, left to
right)  Mamanwa-Manobo kids in
Canaway, Kitcharao; elder
Mamanwa man and woman from
Maraiging, Jabonga; Manobo
man and woman from Pangaylan-
IP, Santiago.          PAFID-Mindanao

The Mamanwa of the Caraga
region are the oldest existing
group of people in the Philippines
and are believed to be direct
descendants of the Mambuti tribe
in Africa.  A Mamanwa is
described as having a dark skin
tone, a small frame, kinky-haired,
snub-nosed and with black eyes.
The term Mamanwa means “first
forest dwellers,” derived from
“man” (first) and “banwa” (forest).
They were already roaming the
forests of Jabonga, Kitcharao, and
Santiago when the Manobo arrived
in the area.

Against
All Odds
Against
All Odds



The Manobo is the largest ethnic family in the
Philippines.  The name “Manobo” is traceable to the Malay
word “Mansuba,” a combination of “man” (people) and “suba”
(river) as an ascription to where the Manobo usually dwell,
which is by or on the river thru floating houses.  According
to the Mamanwa and Manobo elders, Manobo hunters from
Cantilan, Surigao del Sur reached Santiago, Agusan del Norte
while hunting and decided to stay in the area due to the
abundance of food resources.

The Mamanwa are nomadic in nature, relying on hunting
and gathering to survive and grow minimal crops such as
yams to supplement their foraging activities.  The Manobo’s
subsistence pattern is, on the other hand, semi-nomadic
relying mainly on shifting agriculture with hunting and
gathering as supplementary activities.  Some communities
retained these traditional livelihood activities, but now that
they are settled in more compact and permanent settlements
both in town centers and in the uplands, the Mamanwa and
Manobo have also adapted mainstream economic practices
such as entrepreneurship and the provision of physical labor
and other services for various tasks from farms to offices,
households as helpers, and even in mining areas.

The co-existence of both tribes in the area and their
frequent interaction have resulted to intermarriages between
the two tribes which not only integrated their bloodlines but
also their socio-political system, religious practices, and
cultural beliefs.  Both the Mamanwa and Manobo believe in
a supreme being they call Magbabaya, who is also the creator
of all.  They also believe in spirits and unseen beings
inhabiting and guarding the elements of their environment
and to whom recognition and respect must be accorded to
lest they would be punished or plagued by unfortunate
events.  They understand each other’s dialect.  Even with this
link though, some communities in the ancestral domain have
retained their distinct Mamanwa and Manobo traditions and
beliefs.  Those who live near the forest margins have also
attested to the existence of Mamanwa clans that continued
their nomadic existence in the forests of Agusan del Norte
with very minimal contact with outsiders.

At present, most Mamanwa-Manobo in the ancestral
domain inhabit the areas of Mayoos, Apa-apa, Puyo River,
Mailag, Pingutan, in the Municipality of Jabonga; and
Pangaylan, Kadahon-dahonan, Casagayan, Maraat, Bolo,
Nagtal-o, Panlabao, Palo Dose, Kapak-wan, Tumarong,
Dagusan, Sagbongan in the Municipality of Santiago; and
Brgys. Canaway, Zapanta Valley and Mahayahay in
Kitcharao.  According to a 2010 census conducted for the
CADT application, the Ancestral Domain has a total
population of 6,595 individuals distributed in approximately
800 households.

Location

The Ancestral Domain
(AD) of the Mamanwa-
Manobo Tribe is located in
the Caraga Region in
Mindanao and covers
portions of three
municipalities in the
province of Agusan del
Norte, namely Jabonga,
Kitcharao and Santiago.
(See Map 1 at right.)  The
Certificate of Ancestral
Domain Title or CADT No.
134 has been approved for
27,057.45 hectares of land
to the Mamanwa-Manobo
Tribe in 2010 but it is yet
to be awarded.

As shown in Map 1
(right), CADT 134 is mostly
forested with primary
forests covering 9,600.20
hectares while secondary
forests cover 13,441.30
hectares. Grasslands
(733.60 has), agricultural
areas (3,192.90 has), and
residential areas (48.20
has) also make up the
whole AD and contribute
to the diversity of life in
the territory.

Moreover, Map 2
(following page) shows that
approximately 17,495.38
hectares (64.8%) of the AD
is an Important Bird Area
(IBA) while 21,200.10
hectares (78.5 %) of the
Ancestral Domain is
included in the Mt. Hilong-
Hilong Range KBA, which
is also one of the priority
conservation areas in the
country and forms part of
the Eastern Mindanao
Biodiversity Corridor
(EMBC) as well as the Lake
Mainit Watershed.





The Mamanwa and Manobo tribes of
CADT 134 named their conservation area as
Binantazan nga Banwa  and Binantajan nu
Bubungan, respectively.  “Binantazan” and
“Binantajan” mean “protected” while “Banwa”
and “Bubungan” mean “forested mountain.”

It is located at the eastern border of the
Ancestral Domain and has a total area of
1,546.50 hectares (Map 3, succeeding page).  Of
which, 1,397.14 hectares is primary dipterocarp
forests while the remaining 149.38 hectares is
secondary dipterocarp forests (Map 3).  This
whole area is included in the Mt. Hilong-Hilong
Range KBA and IBA.

The central feature of the Mamanwa-
Manobo ICCA is Mt. Panlabao, the highest peak
within the ancestral domain and also the most
sacred of all areas in the territory.  They describe
it as inereg or inajagan in the Mamanwa and
Manobo dialects, respectively.  Both words
mean that their reverence for the area is so deep
and the area is very important that fear of its
destruction drives both the Mamanwa-Manobo
and the spirits dwellers to keep it to themselves
and away from others who might harm it.  It is
for this reason that a ritual is necessary
whenever anyone goes near or intends to enter
the sacred premises.

The Mamanwa-Manobo’s
reverence of the Panlabao and its
surrounding forests are rooted in
their belief that it is the birthplace of
their ancestors.  It is the home of their
spirits that provide the “baylan” their
spiritual and medicinal wisdom and
healing abilities.  Although many
have learned the mainstream
society’s ways of earning cash for a
variety of their needs and wants, the
Mamanwa-Manobo still go back to
the Binantajan nga Banwa / Binantajan
nu Bubungan for their primary and
basic needs for survival such as
water, food, medicine, shelter, and
protection.  Protection of these
forests will mean protection of their
cultural identity as Mamanwa-
Manobo people and securing the
resources for the coming generations.

For the Mamanwa-Manobo, all
resources within the Ancestral
Domain are gifts from “Magbabaya.”
As much as they are entitled to
benefit from the gifts they are also
enjoined to protect and conserve it
for their future generations.  Use of
the resources is governed by their
traditional beliefs and the practical
knowledge of taking just enough at
the right place, at the right time using
the right method and with due
respect to the spirit overseers of the
resources.

However, these times of
insecurity due to outside
interventions and influences have
threatened this basic principle.
Therefore, they have strengthened
their Customary Laws and
Traditional Practices with policies to
further ensure a sustainable and
more conservative use and
utilization of the natural resources
within the ancestral domain.  These
policies are contained in the
Community Conservation Plan
(CCP) formulated in December 2013.
It applies not only to the Mamanwa-
Manobo of CADT No. 134 but to
outsiders as well.

Binantazan nga Banwa /
Binantajan nu Bubungan:

ICCA of the Mamanwa-
Manobo Tribe





Biodiversity
significance

According to the KBA Profile
compiled by DENR-BMB Caraga, Mt.
Hilong-Hilong Range KBA is home
to at least 120 species of birds, and
59 of these (50%) are confined to the
Philippines.  For frogs and reptiles,
at least 41 species were recorded and
26 of these (63%) are Philippine
endemics.  For mammals, at least 45
species were documented and 20 of
these (44%) are Philippine endemics.
At least 31 globally threatened
vertebrates were noted and previous
records list 17 globally threatened
plants.

Mt. Hilong-Hilong shelters one
Near Threatened and eight
Vulnerable amphibians; 14
Vulnerable, one Near Threatened,
one Endangered, and two Critically
Endangered bird species; and four
Vulnerable mammalian species.  In
terms of floral species, seven are
Vulnerable, four are Endangered
and five Critically Endangered.  This
globally threatened wildlife includes
the Philippine Eagle, the country’s
national bird, and Magkono or the
Philippine iron wood.

Conservation International (CI)
Phils. recorded 23 restricted range
species of vertebrates for this KBA.
The Philippine Eagle Foundation
(PEF) survey was limited so that
additional survey efforts are needed
to record more unique species which
may even be new to science.

On a local scale, the Mamanwa-Manobo’s
CADT 134 encompasses two major river systems
in Agusan del Norte which is important as
tributaries for the Lake Mainit Watershed and
as a potential source of renewable hydropower
electricity.  These are the Puyo River System and
Asiga River System.  The Binantazan nga Banwa/
Binantajan nu Bubungan cradles the head source
of Asiga River and contributes to the Puyo River
thru the Maraat, Kibongbong, and Bagosangay
creeks.  This fact makes the ICCA an important
part of the Lake Mainit Watershed that supplies
lowland communities particularly in Jabonga,
Santiago, Kitcharao, Tubay, and even
Cabadbaran, with water for domestic uses and
agricultural irrigation.  This could be a potential
source of support for conservation initiatives in
the form of Payment for Ecosystem Services
(PES).

Another potential PES source is from the
industrial use of the domain’s water resources.
Two hydro-electric power plants are being
constructed in the ancestral domain.  These are
the 30-MW Puyo Hydroelectric Power Project by
First Gen Mindanao Hydro Power Corporation
and the 5-MW Asiga Hydroelectric Power Project
by Asiga Green Energy Corporation.  Upon full
operation in 2017, it is expected to contribute
reliable and cheap source of electricity that will
supplement the electric power requirement of
the whole province of Agusan del Norte thru the
Agusan del Norte Electric Cooperative or
ANECO.

The forests within the ICCA could better
contribute to the reduction of risk from
landslides and floods if aptly protected, mining
halted and the degraded forests around it
regenerated.  This currently benefits the Jabonga,
Kitcharao and Santiago communities, offices,
agriculture, and businesses.

Economic Significance

Enclosing a huge block of dipterocarp
forests in Eastern Mindanao, the Mamanwa-
Manobo ICCA serves as a carbon pool holding
an estimated 323,174.77 tons of carbon.  This
is based on the 2013 carbon stock quantification
conducted by the Mamanwa-Manobo
community with assistance from PAFID-
NewCAPP.

RUFOUS Hornbill (kalaw)  and pitcher plant during
the February 2013 ICCA forest resource inventory.




