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PART ONE: INTRODUCTION 

�

1.1 The PAs System in Evolving Chinese Context 
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2 The population density of the western region is merely 51.3/km2 � nearly one ninth that of the Eastern 
region. http://www.chinawest.gov.cn/web/index.asp 
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PART TWO: METHODS AND RESEARCH PARTNERSHIP 

2.1  Defining Research Issues  
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2.2 Research Processes 
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PART THREE LITERATURE REVIEW AND FIELD STUDIES 

3.1 Assessment of Literature Review on Sacred Land Practices in China 
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3.2. CCAs Distribution in Existing Literatures 
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Site�
Estimated 
size of  
CCA sites�

Ethnic 
groups� Management mechanism� Threats � Citation�

The Wandan Village, 
Wandan Adm. Village, 
Wucalu township, 
Luxi Municipality, 
Dehong Prefecture, 
Yunnan�

266.7 km2�
The 
Jinpo�

Collective forest managed by 
the village Shaman �

Cultural erosion as the result of 
outside influence and  
commercial logging of forest as 
cash income�

(Jin, 
2001)�

Niubodie, Peilongkan, 
Peijiao Village, Niujie 
Township, Sipin 
County, Yunnan�

200 km2� The Yi� Collective forest primarily 
managed by traditional rules;�

Cultural erosion as the result of 
outside influences, population 
increase, growing demand for 
fuel wood and construction 
timber also other commercial 
demands for timber. �

(Jie, 
2001)�

Sihong Village, 
Heyuan Adm. Village, 
Jiuhe Township, 
Lijiang Municipality, 
Yunnan�

166.7 km2�
The 
Naxi�

Village elected committee 
consisting of three members 
but now it is a four-member 
village committee�

Traditions and communities 
institutions are eroding. Market 
pressure on increased harvest of 
forest resources, illegal 
logging. �

(Luo, 
2001)�

Lahuxi Village, 
Naduan Adm. Village, 
Lancang County, 
Yunnan�

517.27 km2�
The 
Lahu�

Traditionally, it was 
managed by four family-clan 
heads, but now is under the 
village committee. �

Increased tea plantation have 
encroached into the sacred 
forest. Population increase of 
the Lahu communities also 
means growing demand for 
forest resources, hence 
increasing harvest and impact 
on the forest. �

(Su, 
2001)�

Datu Village, the Buyi 
and Miao Autonomous 
Prefecture, Guizhou 
Province�

 No data� The 
Miao�

The Miao Chieftain of the 
Miao “King” enjoyed the 
highest respect. Under him, 
the village meeting would 
formulate village rules for 
CCAs, and other resources 
management.  �

Frequent and changeable forest 
police 
Market demands for timber and 
wildlife, unlike ecological 
services of soil conservation 
forest being rewarded nothing, 
can generate incomes. �

(Zhang 
et al., 
2001)�
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3.2. Case Studies  
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�
CodeSite Name, 

Township and 
County�

Prefecture & 
Provinces in 
China�

Concerned Villages and 
Populations �

Threats, conflicts and Issues� Ranks of Sacred 
Sites �

Relationship with 
Formal Established 
Conservation Site �

CCAs Governance �

01� Dongba Village, 
Xiangpi Township, 
Gongjue County, �

Changdu 
Prefecture, TAR�

11 villages with a total 
population of 1,334.  
�

CCA does not have legal authority 
punish outside illegal hunters, and no 
resources to finance their reforestation 
activities;�

Village community 
Sacred sites�

Non-protected areas, 
overlap with state forest�

Self-help group initiated by key 
village individual, and then 
external group started to provide 
assistance. Snow Land Great 
Rivers Environmental Protection 
Association is working with them 
to establish conservation 
concession agreements with the 
county government. �

02� The Duopu and 
Angzha Sacred 
Mountains near the 
Zongsa Monastery 
and its neighbouring 
communities. Dege 
County, �

Ganzhi Tibetan 
Autonomous 
Prefecture, 
Sichaun Province�

the Puma township, the Dama 
township and the Yueba 
township 
the population is over 12,000�

Tourism impact 
 
Conflict between endangered species 
list and cultural taboo�

Monastery sacred 
mountains 
worshipped by 
population of 3 
townships 
�

Non-protected area, but 
inside the state forest�

The Monastery and its key 
members play a very critical role 
reassuring sacred land practices 
and reaches agreement with the 
local government offices, securing 
management rights of CCAs.�

03� The Namu and 
Shacheng Sacred Mt 
of the Yading 
Natural Village, 
Xiangcheng County�

Ganzi Tibetan 
Autonomous 
Prefecture, 
Sichuan Province�

Yading village: 30 households 
and 181 villagers at over 4000 
meters asl, and the Rencun 
Village of 74 households and 
375 individuals at 3000 meters 
asl.  Overall there are over 300 
households, 1500 individuals 
living inside of the Yading 
National PA.�

Tourists’ impact, management of 
tourism business concession by the 
tourism bureau of the county 
government and PA system conflict 
with community-based horse tracking 
business�

The village sacred 
site and regionally 
important Sacred 
mountains�

Within the national 
Protected Area and the 
Man &Bio site�

With no clearly designed 
organizational and decision-
making structures, except some 
traditional values and respects to 
village elders and Buddhist lama 
individuals.  
�
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CodeSite Name, 
Township and 
County�

Prefecture & 
Provinces in 
China�

Concerned Villages and 
Populations �

Threats, conflicts and Issues� Ranks of Sacred 
Sites �

Relationship with 
Formal Established 
Conservation Site �

CCAs Governance �

04� The Jiabi village, 
Deqing County, �

Diqing Tibetan 
Autonomous 
Prefecture, 
Yunnan Province�

30 households� No very tangible conflicts, except 
disputed grazing boundaries with 
neighbouring communities �

Village sacred site� Non-protected area, 
collective forest land�

With no clearly designed 
organizational and decision-
making structures, except some 
traditional values and respects to 
village elders and Buddhist lama 
individuals.  
�

05� The Nagela Village 
Sacred Mountain 
CCA (also more 
recently known as 
the Shangri-la 
Valley, Shangri-la 
County,  
�

Diqin Tibetan 
Autonomous 
Prefecture, 
Yunnan�

the Nagela sacred mountains 
were worshipped by four 
natural villages: the Guiba (27 
households), the Zuoliri (42 
households), the Kelu (23 
households) and the 
Zhongsong village (44 
households).�

No very tangible conflicts, but there is 
growing possibility of mining threats 
in the area;�

Village sacred sites, 
as well as the sacred 
site for the 
population of the 
Gezha township�

the core zone of the 
National Scenic Park, 
and the core zone of the 
3 Parallel Rivers Natural 
World Heritage (Red Mt. 
Zone), but the boundary 
is yet to be demarcated 
on land. �

With no clearly designed 
organizational and decision-
making structures, except some 
traditional values and respects to 
village elders and Buddhist lama 
individuals.  
�

06� The Zongzai Sacred 
Hill, Jisha Village, 
Xiaozhongdian 
Township, Shangri-
la County, �

Diqin Tibetan 
Autonomous 
Prefecture, 
Yunnan Province�

over 90 households and 400 
villagers of two village 
hamlets;�

Mass tourism impact and unfair 
business concession management; 
cable car construction;�

Village sacred site� Within the core zone of 3 
Parallel Rivers Natural 
World Heritage, but the 
boundary (Qianhushan 
Zone) is yet to be 
demarcated on land;�

With no clearly designed 
organizational and decision-
making structures, except some 
traditional values and respects to 
village elders and Buddhist lama 
individuals. �

07� The Humugu-napa 
CCA, Jiantang 
Township 
Shangri-la County, �

Diqin Tibetan 
Autonomous 
Prefecture, 
Yunnan Province�

Hamugu village, 39 household, 
about 170 residents�

Unfair and unplanned business 
concession management in conflict 
with Ramsar wetland management 
plan�

Village sacred site� Partial overlap with 
Ramsar wetland and 
Provincial Protected 
Area�

A collective body established to 
manage CCA, with an emphasis 
on an eco-tourism cooperative 
operation;�

08� Nanduozhage 
Sacred Mountain�

Deqin county, 
Yunnan�

Waha village, Adong 
Administrative village�

� Village sacred site� Non-protected area, state 
forest and collective 
forest;�

With no clearly designed 
organizational and decision-
making structures, except some 
traditional values and respects to 
village elders and Buddhist lama 
individuals. �

09� Siyonggong Zhage 
Sacred Mountain�

Siyonggong 
village, Deqin 
County, Yunnan 
Province�

Siyonggong village with 44 
household. Total population is 
263.�

Illegal hunting by outsiders, erosion of 
traditional values�

Sacred site for 
several villages in 
the area�

Non-protected area, state 
forest and collective 
forest; �

With no clearly designed 
organizational and decision-
making structures, except some 
traditional values and respects to 
village elders and Buddhist lama 
individuals.�

10� Yongzhuding Yanmen The Chini village is with a no obvious threats� Village sacred site� Adjacent to the With no clearly designed 
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CodeSite Name, 
Township and 
County�

Prefecture & 
Provinces in 
China�

Concerned Villages and 
Populations �

Threats, conflicts and Issues� Ranks of Sacred 
Sites �

Relationship with 
Formal Established 
Conservation Site �

CCAs Governance �

Sacred Mountain� Township, Deqin 
County, Deqin 
Tibetan 
Autonomous 
Prefecture, NW 
Yunnan�

total of 80 households and 
more than 30 members of 
monks, and to the Shide 
village with a total of over 90 
households and over 40 
members are monks.�

Baimaxueshan State 
Protected Area�

organizational and decision-
making structures, except some 
traditional values and respects to 
village elders and Buddhist lama 
individuals. The red hat branch or 
the Nin-ma Pa Sect plays a key 
role, different from most cases that 
are mostly under the influence of 
the Ge-Lug Pa Sect�

11� Cuochi Village, 
Qumahe Township, 
Qumalai County, �

Yushu 
Prefecture, 
Qinghai Province�

Cuochi Village, consisted of 
No 1, 2 and 3 natural villages 
with 230 households, totalling 
920 people.�

Tenure and natural resource conflict 
with its surrounding communities.  
Most recent conflict in 2007 was 
poachers from another township 
coming in to hunt marmots. 
Threats to biodiversity - degradation of 
grassland, conflict between livestock 
and wildlife, road construction, 
mining, railway, poaching, climate 
change. 
Threats to CCA governance - legal 
rights, relation with nature reserve and 
common objectives, limited 
involvement by villagers, tourism.�

Village sacred site, 
but this CCA has 
the lowest 
population density 
amongst the 13 
cases. �

Entirely within the 
Suojia-Qumahe Core 
Protection Zone of the 
Sanjiangyuan (Three 
River Source) National 
Nature Reserve 
(150,000km2 area with 
18 core protection 
zones), with an average 
altitude of 4,400m.  �

Key individual villagers and local 
environmental organizations 
(Friends of Wild Yak members) 
play key roles.  
Since October 2006, the 
management office of 
Sanjiangyuan National Nature 
Reserve has signed an Incentive 
Agreement with Cuochi Village, 
and gave stewardship of the 2,440 
km2 to the village.�

12� Yubeng Natural 
village, Xidang 
Administrative 
Village, Yunling 
Township�

Deqing County, 
Diqin Tibetan 
Autonomous 
Prefecture, 
Yunnan Province�

Yubeng-30 household, 144 
residents, divided into two 
hamlets, the lower one at 3,350 
meters asl, and upper one at 
3,250 meters asl.�

Tourism concessions,  mass tourism, 
infrastructure such as roads�

Village sacred sites� Entirely within the 3 
Parallel Rives World 
Heritage (Meili-
Baimaxueshan Zone), 
also entirely within the 
most important regional 
sacred mountain in SW 
China. �

This CCA is located at heart of the 
larger sacred mountain, and 
pathway on the major pilgrim 
route -Kawagebo. The community 
takes great pride and stewardship 
in taking of the small and large 
sacred sites. But still it is with no 
clearly designed organizational 
and decision-making structures, 
except some traditional values and 
respects to village elders and 
Buddhist lama individuals. �
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CodeSite Name, 
Township and 
County�

Prefecture & 
Provinces in 
China�

Concerned Villages and 
Populations �

Threats, conflicts and Issues� Ranks of Sacred 
Sites �

Relationship with 
Formal Established 
Conservation Site �

CCAs Governance �

13� The Kawagebo 
Deqin County�

Diqin Tibetan 
Autonomous 
Prefecture, 
Yunnan Province 
and Chayu-
Zhuogong 
counties of the 
TAR�

The total local communities 
amount to 7,000 consist of 
1,163 of the Guonian Ad. 
Vilage, 777 of the Sinong Ad. 
Village, 676 of the Xidang Ad. 
Village, 906 of the Hongpo 
Ad. Village, 1230 of the 
Chalitong Ad. Village, 2000 of 
the Adong Ad. Village, and 
400 others from the Nuwa and 
Liutongjiang Ad. Village.   
 
Additionally, there are tens of 
thousands of Tibetan pilgrims 
annually from other Tibetan 
regions arriving at this site. In 
2003, which is the water-sheep 
year of the Kawagebo 
mountain, the 60-year cycle, 
there are reportedly less than 
half millions pilgrims. �

Conflict of interest exists when it 
comes to conservation and 
development issue of Kawagebo area. 
Currently, within the communities, 
among the communities, communities 
and outsiders have acute conflict 
regarding land and forest tenure, 
developing local economy and 
conserving resources. Specifically, 
natural villages come into conflict on 
boundary of their forest, government 
comes into conflict with communities 
on land for tourism use, tourism-
induced impact to local ecological 
environment and culture is also a 
problem recognized.  Resource tenure, 
management and utilization are central 
issues in such conflict.�

Largest sacred 
mountain, largest 
CCA in this study, 
encompasses many 
townships and 
counties, two 
provinces and two 
major regional river 
watersheds. 
�

The 3 Parallel Rives 
World Heritage site 
(Meili-Baimaxueshan 
Zone), with ambiguous 
demarcation of 
boundary. �

It is the most difficult one to draw 
a clear map of stakeholders for 
this site.  
And it is with no clearly designed 
organizational and decision-
making structures, except some 
traditional values and respects to 
village elders and Buddhist lama 
individuals. 
However, it remains the highest in 
rank of sacred mountain in SW 
China, it is amongst the most 
worshipped sacred mountains 
across Tibetan region.�
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PART FOUR: ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION 
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4.1. CCAs-Sacred Land Practices-Nested Values and Negotiated Practices 
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4.2. CCA Governance  
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4.2.2 Positive Signs of Support and Collaboration  
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4.2.3 Tangible Institutions and Intangible Cultural Practices 
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4.3 The Policy and Legislative Initiative for the CCAs 
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4.3.1 The Small Protected Areas since 1992 
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Type� Sub-type and its Specific Style� Code� IUCN category�

Natural Ecosystem � I1� Ia�
Wildlife Sanctuary � I2� IV�Maintaining Intact Ecosystem I�
Natural Monuments� I3� IIII�
Ancient Forest/ Trees� II1� V�Natural Landscape II� Scenic Landscape and Forest Zones� II2� V�
Traditional Cultivation of Domesticated 
Species � III1� VI�

Wild Relative Species� III2� IV�
Sustainable Resources Use III�

Continually Harvest Resources� III3� VI�
Preventative services� IV1� --�
Soil Conservation� IV2� --�Specific Ecological Functions IV�
Other Special functions� IV3� --�
Ancient Human & Cultural Archaeology 
Relics� V1� III�

Preserved Sites of Historical Figures� V2� --�
Sites of Contemporary Revolutionary 
Significance� V3� --�

Historic and Cultural Value V�

Cemetery for the Honorable� V4� --�
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4.3.2 New Protected Area Law 
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4.3.3 Policy on Property Reform of the Collective Forest  
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4.3.4 Organic Law of the Villagers Committees of the People's Republic of China 
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4.3.5 Policy on “Village, Villagers, and Agriculture4 (the San Nong)” and Policy on 
Building New Socialist Village 
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4 Agriculture here does not just refer to those who work on land through growing crops. It’s used to refer 
to all those who making a living in rural settings, including grazing communities.  
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