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Introduction

Kamoethway Area
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About Kamoethway

 Voices from the Ground

A typical residence in Kamoethway
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New Threats

ITD Access Road

Areca nuts (also known as ‘betel nuts’) are laid-out to dry 
in the sun before the husk is removed

This man was unable to prevent the felling 
of his fruit orchards by ITD
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Mining

Logging

The Pauk Dine River has been polluted 
by the Eastern Mining Company
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Tanintharyi Nature Reserve Project (TNRP)

The TNRP of ice in Kaw Pa village, Kamoethway

Elected members of the RKIPN Steering Committee
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About RKIPN

RKIPN members
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Kamoethway Mu Yay 

CSLD
Focus on Social 

Issues

RKIPN
Focus on 

Conservation

Collaboration and Shared 
Membership

Formed in 2011 in 
response to mega 

development project

Formed in 2014 in 
response to mainstream 

conservation project

Kamoethway Community
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RKIPN Structure

Philosophy of RKIPN:

“We do not believe that the outsiders will protect the forest. 
Only villagers can take that responsibility.”

Freedom:

Future:

Sustain:

5-person elected Leadership Committee

94 RKIPN Members from 11 villages

Vegetables

Handicrafts

Wildlife

Herbal Medicine 11 Village Coordinators

Forest

Traditional Culture

6 Working Groups
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Community Accomplishments

Local Knowledge Research

“We understand the environment in our area better than outsiders”

Kamoethway

Local Knowledge-Based Research in action
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Community-Led Socioeconomic Survey

RKIPN members conducting a socio-economic assessment
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We have depended on the forest for our entire lives, 
so I would suggest that we utilize it in a proper way.

I am happy to see that poor people can go into the forest 
and harvest and collect forest products, so it will be good 

if we can conserve our resources for the future.

The forest and its resources should only be utilized for village purposes 
when necessary. It shouldn’t be used for business purposes.

When outsiders come to utilize the forest, they cause degradation. 
But local people’s utilization does not cause degradation. 

That’s why we would like to utilize and manage the forest by ourselves.

Areca nuts and other fruit orchards are the main source 
of cash income in the area
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How valuable is the forest?

Cash Income

Cash and Non-Cash Income Combines
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Community Education, Network Building, and Public Events

RKIPN members demarcating a ish conservation zone Participants pose for a group photo on the inal day 
of a forest ire prevention activity

A sign is raised to mark World Environment Day Conducting a wildlife trade education activity
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Case Study: Collaborative Watershed Management by Providing Water 
Supply System

Conception

Participatory Process

PVC pipes being delivered to Washuko village
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Villagers reject TNRP’s top-down project

Rising Tensions

Volunteers from the village work together to bury 
the water pipe system

18



Design Differences

TNRP System Failure

Local Ownership and Ongoing Improvement

The pipe burst due to a build-up of pressure

A prayer service was held after the gravity- low 
water system was successfully installed
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Key Lessons Learned

Water Project Timeline
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Fish Conservation Zones

Local people and honoured guests assembled to witness 
the establishment of the ish conservation zone

The event featured a multi-religious prayer service
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Community-Driven Forest Conservation

“We love our tree”
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 Ku

A newborn baby’s umbilical cord is attached 
to the selected tree
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Conservation Objectives, Rules and Regulations as established 
by the community

Restricted Species

Birds:

Mammals:

Reptiles:

Plants:  

Objectives, Rules & Regulations

1. Wildlife Sanctuary

RKIPN Conservation Zones

1. Wildlife Sanctuary
2. Watershed Forest
3. Herbal Medicine Forest
4. Cultural Forest
5. Umbilical Cord Forest
6. Utilization Forest 
7. Agroforestry Area
8. Fish Conservation Zone
9. Cemetery
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2. Watershed Area
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3. Utilization Forest

4. Herbal Medicine Forest
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5. Cultural Forest

6. Agroforestry Area

7. Fish Conservation Zone
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8. Cemetery

9. Umbilical Cord Forest
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Forest Ordination, Mapping and 
Demarcation

Timeline of Key RKIPN Activities

A forest ordination event
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What’s next in Kamoethway?

Members of RKIPN demarcating land-use patterns
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Conclusion

31



A Guide to Dual-Administration 
of Kamoethway Villages

( )
( )

Karen Name 
in Roman 

Script

Karen 
Name in 

Karen 
Script

Karen 
Name in 
Burmese 

Script

Burmese Name 
in Roman 

Script

Burmese 
Name in 
Burmese 

Script

Government 
Village Tract

0OqSKOcdO

0OqSKOcdO 
xHcsUOxO 
vUI0gusd

 
 

 
 

cDyDO

cDyDO
uvJ;z;'dO
cDyDOcH
pOySJ:xO

urH;

csUOzl

eDOMwL;wD:

cdqh

xdOuHOzdedO

CDOxHvDI

zVzdusg

uUI*D:

uvJ;uHO

0hIwItJO



Notes:

Example of two different naming conventions 
for the same village:

KNU:

Government:

*Kamaungthwe is optional, so you could just say the village tract and then township.
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