The ICCA Promoting appropriate recognition and support for territories and areas conserved by
Consortium Indigenous Peoples and local communities (ICCAs—territories of life)

Genolier (Switzerland), 21 October 2021

To:

The District Collector

Collector’s Office

Gadchiroli District

Maharashtra, India
collector.gadchiroli@maharashtra.gov.in

C.C.:
Mr Uddhav Thakare, Chief Minister of Maharashtra State
(uddhavthackeray@gmail.com; cmn@maharashtra.gov.in)
Hon. Governor Maharashtra State and Mr. Ajit Pawar, Deputy Chief Minister of
Maharashtra (dcm@maharashtra.gov.in)
Mr. Nitin Raut, Minister, Ministry of Energy (dr.nitinraut09@gmail.com, min-
energy@gov.in)
Mr. Eknath Shinde, Guardian Minister, Gadchiroli (eknath.shinde@nic.in)
Mr. Sanjay Meena, Collector Gadchiroli (collector.gadchiroli@maharashtra.gov.in)
Mukesh Shende (mukeshshende1989@gmail.com) and Dr. Satish
Gogulwar (satish.arogyasathi@gmail.com), Amhi Amchya Arogyasaathi

Ref: Mining proposals in Korchi Taluka
Dear Sir,

We are writing to you on behalf of the ICCA Consortium, a global membership-based
association dedicated to supporting Indigenous Peoples and local communities who are
protecting, conserving and defending their collective lands and territories of life. We have
organisational Members and individual Honorary members in more than 80 countries around
the world and have observer status with the UN Convention on Biological Diversity and the
UN Economic and Social Council.

Through our membership in India, we have had the distinct honour of hearing about, learning
from and being inspired by the village gram sabhas of Korchi Taluka and their various
collectives, including the federation of gram sabhas (Mahagramsabha), the federation of
sarpanches (Sarpanch Sangathana), and the federation of the women’s self-help groups
(Mabhila Parisar Sangh). Looking at the current global context, biodiversity is in severe decline,
climate breakdown is threatening the very survival of humanity, and zoonotic diseases and
pandemics are on the rise. The gram sabhas of Korchi taluka are a powerful embodiment of
transformative grassroots initiatives that are leading the way in restoring a healthier balance
with the planet on which we all depend. They are part of a local-to-global movement that is
gaining significant attention and momentum around the world, including from multilateral
institutions such as the Convention on Biological Diversity.

The gram sabhas’ dense and biologically diverse forests are sacred for the communities and
habitat for charismatic species such as tigers and leopards, among many others. Their efforts
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are documented in the public domain (for example, in a chapter in a prestigious Routledge
book, a detailed article, a news article on The Hindu, and some short films). The Korchi gram
sabhas have demonstrated that by restoring, conserving and sustainably managing their
forests and biodiversity, their subsistence can be ensured even in the toughest times, while
also providing substantial livelihoods. Indeed, many people who earlier worked as migrant
labour now find better employment within or in the vicinity of their villages. During the initial
days of the pandemic and related lockdown measures, they were among the first gram sabhas
in the country that came forward to support their members by providing basic necessities,
using the funds that they had generated from the forest-based activities. These gram sabha
members are also actively working towards strengthening their decision-making processes,
making them more transparent and inclusive of women, youth and others in the community.

Any country should be proud of and actively support self-organised efforts like those of the
gram sabhas in Korchi. However, we are deeply concerned to hear that the Maharashtra state
government is still considering mining proposals in these forests, despite strong opposition
from the local gram sabhas, as evidenced by numerous resolutions and submissions to the
local, district and state administration and government. Mining in such areas would
irreparably damage the forests and community institutions and knowledge and practice
systems that directly depend upon the forests, thus going against the Indian government’s
commitments under several international instruments, including the UN Convention on
Biological Diversity.

We are herewith attaching a resolution that we understand a number of local communities
have already submitted to you. We implore you to respect the immense and immeasurable
values of these forests, not only locally but also globally, as a contribution to biodiversity
restoration and climate change mitigation and adaptation in these times of great uncertainty.
As we stand in solidarity with the gram sabhas and their supporters within India and around
the world, we urge you to order the withdrawal of the mining proposals now and for posterity.
We look forward to your positive response and bold action for current and future generations.

Yours sincerely,

o o

Mr. Pooven Moodley Ms. Holly Jonas, LLM
ICCA Consortium Council ICCA Consortium Secretariat
Chair, Defending Territories of Life Global Coordinator
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