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Miembros del Consorcio TICCA visitaran al Pueblo
Saamaka en Surinam

Paramaribo, 25 de febrero de 2026

Entre el 27 de febrero y el 4 de marzo de 2026, una delegacion del Consorcio
TICCA y de la Red Territorios de Vida TICCA Latinoamérica, liderada por el
presidente del Consejo Global, Luis Guillermo Izquierdo Mora —indigena
Arhuaco de la Sierra Nevada de Colombia— e integrada por miembros de
Africa, Colombia, Ecuador y México, visitara Surinam para cumplir una intensa
agenda de apoyo y reconocimiento al Pueblo Saamaka.

La visita tiene como proposito respaldar la lucha histérica del Pueblo Saamaka
por la proteccion de su territorio ancestral y sus espacios tradicionales, asi
como por la preservacion de su cultura y de los idiomas originarios heredados
de sus ancestros africanos. El Pueblo Saamaka mantiene un sélido sistema de
gobernanza que le ha permitido enfrentar de manera sostenida las amenazas
externas sobre su territorio.

Las actividades iniciaran el 28 de febrero con una asamblea en la aldea
Saamaka de Piki Seei. Durante este encuentro se declararan formalmente
cinco Tyubi Kamias («bosques de reserva» o zonas de proteccion) como areas
protegidas gestionadas por la comunidad. Asimismo, los lideres de los clanes
propondran que los 1,4 millones de hectareas del territorio ancestral Saamaka
sean autorreconocidos como TICCA, territorios de vida (territorios y areas
conservadas por Pueblos Indigenas y Comunidades Locales).

La delegacion del Consorcio TICCA también compartira informacion e
intercambiara experiencias con representantes del Pueblo Saamaka sobre
procesos de documentacidn, mapeo participativo y revision por pares.
Ademas, se dialogara sobre estrategias de autofortalecimiento de los
territorios de vida para conservar la naturaleza mediante practicas ancestrales
y tradicionales, garantizando el buen vivir de las comunidades custodias.
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Esta prevista una reunion de alto nivel el lunes 2 de marzo con representantes
del Gobierno de Surinam, uno de los paises con mayor cobertura forestal del
mundo. Se espera que el Estado mantenga su compromiso de proteger el 90
% de su superficie forestal. En este marco, el Consorcio TICCA pondra a
disposicion su experiencia global en el reconocimiento y fortalecimiento de
los territorios conservados por Pueblos Indigenas, Comunidades Locales y
Afrodescendientes, como un aporte estratégico a los esfuerzos nacionales de
conservacion.

El Consorcio TICCA y la Red Territorios de Vida TICCA Latinoamérica expresan
su respaldo a Hugo Jabini, lider del Pueblo Saamaka, destacando su
compromiso y liderazgo en la defensa del territorio y de la diversidad cultural
de su pueblo.

Sobre el Pueblo Saamaka

El Pueblo Saamaka de Surinam estd conformado por descendientes de africanos. Protegen
aproximadamente 1,4 millones de hectareas de territorio ancestral, se organizan en clanesy
conservan idiomas originarios propios. Representan alrededor del 22 % de la poblacién de
Surinam.

Su lucha ha sido reconocida internacionalmente, especialmente a partir de la histérica
sentencia de la Corte Interamericana de Derechos Humanos, que obligd al Estado de
Surinam a reconocer sus derechos sobre las tierras ancestrales y a garantizar su
consentimiento libre, previo e informado frente a proyectos extractivos.

Sobre el Consorcio TICCA y la Red Territorios de Vida TICCA Latinoamérica

EEI Consorcio TICCA es una organizacion global basada en su membresia, presente en mas
de 80 paises. Su misidn es contribuir al reconocimiento y al apoyo efectivo de los territorios
y areas conservados por Pueblos Indigenas y Comunidades Locales (TICCA), también
conocidos como territorios de vida. A través de un proceso de regionalizaciéon, impulsa
diversas iniciativas en América Latina, como la Red Territorios de Vida TICCA Latinoamérica.

Pagina web: https://www.iccaconsortium.org,
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Contactos para medios
Yvets Morales Medina - coordinadora comunicaciones América Latina - ICCA Consortium
yvets.m@iccaconsortium.org @ +55 51 9706 4586

Noris Bannafoo - comunicaciones Pueblo Saamaka norisbannafoo@hotmail.com

Sara Ramirez - comunicaciones Pueblo Saamaka <@y Ssoi.sararamirez@gmail.com
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PRESS RELEASE

Members of the ICCA Consortium to Visit the Saamaka
People in Suriname

Paramaribo, February 25, 2026

Between February 27 and March 4, 2026, a delegation from the ICCA
Consortium and the ICCA Latin America Territories of Life Network, will visit
Suriname to carry out a series of activities in support of and recognition for the
Saamaka people.

The delegation will be led by our Global Council President Luis Guillermo
Izquierdo, an Arhuaco Indigenous leader from the Sierra Nevada de Santa
Marta in Colombia, and will include members from Africa, Colombia, Ecuador,
and Mexico.

The purpose of the visit is to express support for the historic struggle of the
Saamaka People to protect their ancestral territory and traditional spaces, as
well as to preserve their culture and the indigenous languages passed down
from their African ancestors. The Saamaka maintain a strong governance
system that has enabled them to consistently withstand external threats to
their territory.

Activities will begin on February 28 with a gathering in the Saamaka village of
Piki Seei. During this meeting, five Tyubi Kamias, or “reserve forests”, will be
formally declared protected areas under community management.

In addition, clan leaders will propose the self-recognition of the 1.4 million
hectares of Saamaka ancestral territory as ICCAs, territories and areas
conserved by Indigenous Peoples and Local Communities, also known as
territories of life.

The ICCA Consortium delegation will also share information and exchange
experiences with members of the Saamaka People on documentation
processes, participatory mapping, and peer review. They will also discuss
strategies to self-strengthen territories of life, focusing on the conservation of
nature through ancestral and traditional practices that support the well-being
of custodian communities.
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A high-level meeting is scheduled for Monday, March 2, with representatives
of the Government of Suriname, one of the most forested countries in the
world. It is expected that the government will reaffirm its commitment to
protecting 90 percent of the country’s forest area.

In this context, the ICCA Consortium will share its global experience in
recognizing and strengthening territories conserved by Indigenous Peoples,
Local Communities, and Afro-descendants, as a strategic contribution to
national conservation efforts.

The ICCA Consortium and the ICCA Latin America Territories of Life Network
express their support for Hugo Jabini, a leader of the Saamaka People, and
highlight his commitment and leadership in defending their territory and
preserving the cultural diversity of his people.

About the Saamaka People

The Saamaka People of Suriname are descendants of Africans. They protect approximately 1.4
million hectares of ancestral territory, are organized into clans, and preserve their own
languages. They represent about 22 percent of Suriname’s population.

Their struggle has received international recognition, particularly following a historic ruling by
the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, which required the State of Suriname to
recognize their rights to ancestral lands and to guarantee their free, prior, and informed
consent for extractive projects affecting their territory.

About the ICCA Consortium and the ICCA Latin America Territories of Life Network
The ICCA Consortium is an international, membership-based organization active in more than
80 countries. Its mission is to contribute to the recognition of and effective support for territories
and areas conserved by Indigenous Peoples and Local Communities, known as ICCAs or
territories of life. Through its regionalization process, the organization promotes several
initiatives in Latin America, including the ICCA Latin America Territories of Life Network.
Website: https:/MWww.iccaconsortium.org,
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Contacts for the media
Yvets Morales Medina - Communications Coordinator for Latin America, ICCA

Consortium
yvets.m@iccaconsortium.org @ +55 51 9706 4586

Noris Bannafoo - Saamaka People communications £83 norisbannafoo@hotmail.com

Sara Ramirez - Saamaka People communications. ﬁ soi.sararamirez@gmail.com
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